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Programme of the Joint PhD Summer School

of the European Urban Research Association (EURA) and
the Standing Group on Local Government and Politics of the
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) in collaboration with the
International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS)
from September 1% to 4", 2025
in Athens, Aiolou 42-44, 2" floor



Monday, September 1st, 2025; Chair: Nikos Hlepas

2:00pm to 2:15pm  Welcome by the organisers and Georgios Mitrakos, Director General of ICBSS.
2:15pm to 3:00pm  Lecture

International comparisons: Where do they find limits? (Karsten Zimmermann, TU Dortmund)

3:00pm to 3:15pm  Coffee break
3:15pm to 5:30pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
How Cities Overcome National Constraints to Advance Urban Mobility Transitions (Alina Weiss)

(comments by Karsten Zimmermann & Dorian Fildor)

Urban policy implementation in high-density areas: between territorialization and
spatialization (Gabriela Chaves)

(comments by Karsten Zimmermann & Viktoras Andrejevas)

5:30pm to 6:00pm  Coffee break
6:00pm to 6:45pm  Lecture
How to explain why Frankfurt, Munich and Stuttgart have chosen different ways of local

climate policy? (Hubert Heinelt, TU Darmstadt)

6:45pm to 7:30pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
Challenges and Solutions in Multilevel Governance of Energy Transition Comparative Analysis
of the Czech and Slovak Republics (Rudolf Skovira)

(comments by Hubert Heinelt & Alix Gabaude)

8:30pm Joint dinner at the invitation of the organisers

Restaurant “Rozalia”, Valtetsiou 59, Athens


https://scholar.google.gr/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=16546073266042578596

Tuesday, September 2™, 2025; Chair: Hubert Heinelt

9:00am to 9:45am  Lecture
How can quantitative and qualitative research methods be meaningfully combined? An

example from local housing policy (Bjérn Egner, TU Darmstadt)

9:45am to 11:15am Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
Prefiguring Sustainable Urban Futures: Lessons from Lapinlahti (Anna Kobierska)

(comments by Bjorn Egner & Janneke van der Leer)

Complex causality in the implementation of systemic collaborative governance: A medium-N
analysis of externally-directed collaborative governance regimes (Julen Cocho)

(comments by Bjorn Egner & Gabriela Chaves)

11:15am to 11:30am Coffee break
11:30am to 1:00pm Lecture
How to write a scientific article and submit it successfully to a high-ranking international

journal? (Karsten Zimmerman, associated editor of “Urban Research & Practice”)

1:00pm to 2:00pm  Lunch break
2:00pm to 2:45pm  Lecture
How to explain why some cities are more innovative than others? (Nikos Hlepas, National and

Kapodistrian University of Athens)

2:45pm to 4:15pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
International City Networks and Digital Urban Governance: Examining Policy Diffusion and
Convergence (Ronja Hénschen)

(comments by Nikos Hlepas & Laura Cortizo)

The influence of mayoral leadership on municipal performance (Jana Machljankin)

(comments by Nikos Hlepas & Kim Noach)

4:15pm to 4:30pm  Coffee break

4:30pm to 5:00pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
The Dual Role of Innovations: Driving Sustainability and Economic Performance in Tourism
(Dorian Fildor)

(comments by Nikos Hlepas & Anna Kobierska)

7:00pm Reception by Georgios Mitrakos, Director General of ICBSS
8:00pm Joint dinner at the invitation of the Director General of ICBSS

Restaurant “Salero”, Valtetsiou 51, Athens
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https://scholar.google.gr/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=16546073266042578596
https://scholar.google.gr/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=16546073266042578596

Wednesday, September 3rd, 2025; Chair: Bjérn Egner

10:00am to 10:45am Lecture
Territorial governance concept: community capacities, territorial capital and collective efforts

(Jurga Bucaite-Vilke, Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas)

10:45am to 1:00pm Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
Municipal responsibilities and possibilities for young adults' housing Alix Gabaude)

(comments by Jurga Bucaité-Vilké & André Atila Bonilauri Mendes)

Learning to Experiment: Institutional Capacity Building in Sustainable Urban Development
Projects in Sweden (Janneke van der Leer)

(comments by Jurga Bucaité-Vilké & Alina Weiss)

1:00pm to 2:00pm  Lunch break
2:00pm to 2:45pm  Lecture
Developing local institutional capacity to allocate European funds to address global challenges

(Carmen Navarro, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid)

2:45pm to 4:15pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
Citizen Participation in Urban Governance for Climate Resilience (André Atila Bonilauri Mendes)

(comments by Carmen Navarro & Rudolf Skovira)

Collaborative Governance: Urban Parks, Actor Networks, and Citizen Participation Models in
Portugal and Brazil (Laura Cortizo)

(comments by Carmen Navarro & Lise Allegaert)

4:15pm to 4:30pm  Coffee break

4:30pm to 6:00pm  Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
May God Help This State... and Maybe We Will Too: Tel Aviv-Yafo’s Urban Diplomacy and Its
Role in Advancing National Environmental and Climate Policies (Kim Noach)
(comments by Carmen Navarro & Ronja Hanschen)

8:00pm Joint dinner at the invitation of the organisers

Restaurant “Athinaikon”, Mitropoleos St 34, Athens



Thursday, September 4th, 2025; Chair: Nikos Hlepas

9:00am to 9:45am  Lecture
Depopulation impact on the governance capacity and democratic behaviour of local

governments in Europe (Filipe Teles, University of Aveiro/Portugal)

9:45t0 12:30am Presentations of doctoral students: Comments and discussions
Public services in Lithuanian self-government in the context of demographic changes (Viktoras
Andrejevas)

(comments by Filipe Teles & Julen Cocho

From advice to policy: Analysing the policy impact of local advisory councils (Lise Allegaert)

(comments by Filipe Teles & Jana Machljankin

12:30pm Farewell address



